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INTRODUCTION

MR. SPEAKER,

1. I AM PRIVILEGED AND HONOURED TO ONCE AGAIN ADDRESS THIS
AUGUST HOUSE AND THE NATION AT LARGE DURING THIS AUSPICIOUS
OCCASION OF OPENING THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE TWELFTH NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY.

2. THE STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS IS THE MAJOR PLATFORM,
THAT I, AS HEAD OF STATE, HAS THE MANDATE TO USE AS AN AVENUE TO
FOSTER ENGAGEMENT WITH THE LEGISLATURE AND THE EXECUTIVE TO
DELVE IN DEPTH ON THE ISSUES THAT AFFECT OUR COUNTRY.

3. THIS STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS PROVIDES AN OVER-ARCHING
GUIDANCE FOR ALL DUTY HOLDERS, BEGINNING WITH MY ENTIRE CABINET
AND ALL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE PEOPLE
TO PROVIDE SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS THAT CONFRONT US, AND TO
CONSISTENTLY INFORM OUR PEOPLE ON ACTIVITIES BEING UNDERTAKEN
BY THE EXECUTIVE ON THEIR BEHALF THROUGH PARLIAMENTARY
OVERSIGHTS, MEDIA DISCUSSIONS, CONSULTATIONS WITH VARIOUS
STAKEHOLDERS AND INDEED CONSISTENT PRESS RELEASES.

4. THIS MODEL, IN MY VIEW IS MORE EFFECTIVE THAN WHAT A SINGLE
PRESS BRIEF CAN DO. HENCE THE REASON WHY THE EXECUTIVE
COMPRISING A TEAM OF CABINET MINISTERS WITH DIFFERENT PORTFOLIO
FUNCTIONS HAS A DUTY TO ADDRESS AND ATTEND TO A BROADER
SPECTRUM OF PEOPLE, CONSISTENTLY.
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5. THEREFORE, THIS STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS IS A SUBJECT OF
DEBATE ON THE FLOOR OF THIS HOUSE BY THE EXECUTIVE, THE
OPPOSITION AND INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT. DURING THIS
DEBATE PROCESS, I ENCOURAGE THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO MAKE
CONSULTATIONS AND SHARE THEIR VIEW WITH MEMBERS OF THIS
AUGUST HOUSE IN THE RECOGNISED CHANNELS IN ORDER FOR DIVERSE
VIEWS TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION.

MR. SPEAKER,
6. BEFORE I PROCEED WITH THE DETAILS OF MY ADDRESS TODAY, MAY
I REQUEST THE HOUSE TO JOIN ME IN OBSERVING A MINUTE OF SILENCE
IN HONOUR OF THE FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR KATUBA
CONSTITUENCY, THE LATE MRS. PATRICIA CHILESHE MWASHINGWELE,
WHO PASSED AWAY ON 2"° MAY, 2019.

7. MAY HER SOUL REST IN ETERNAL PEACE.

MR. SPEAKER,

8. MAY I CONGRATULATE ALL THE NEW MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.
THESE ARE MR. JOSEPH CHISHALA, THE HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR ROAN,
MR. CHARLES MAMBWE CHALWE, THE HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR BAHATI,
MR. AUBREY BAMPI KAPALASA, THE HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR KATUBA
AND DR. BWALYA NG'ANDU, THE NOMINATED MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT.
MR. SPEAKER,



9. DURING THE THIRD SESSION, THE HOUSE EFFECTIVELY AND
EFFICIENTLY CONDUCTED ITS BUSINESS UNDER YOUR ABLE LEADERSHIP
SUPPORTED BY YOUR TWO DEPUTIES. COLLECTIVELY, THE HOUSE
CONTINUED TO LEGISLATE AND PROVIDE OVERSIGHT TO THE EXECUTIVE
THROUGH QUESTIONS, BILLS AND PRIVATE MEMBERS MOTIONS
CONSIDERED, MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS RENDERED ON THE FLOOR OF
THE HOUSE AND ANNUAL REPORTS TABLED. MY FURTHER GRATITUDE
GOES TO THE CLERK OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND HER STAFF FOR
DISCHARGING THEIR DUTIES DILIGENTLY.

10. ON THE EXECUTIVE SIDE, MY GRATITUDE GOES TO HER HONOUR,
THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA, AS LEADER OF
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, FOR THE EXEMPLARY MANNER IN WHICH SHE
EXECUTED HER ROLE.

THE THEME

MR. SPEAKER,

11. MY ADDRESS TO THIS AUGUST HOUSE TODAY IS PREMISED ON THE
THEME, “ACCELERATING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR A
BETTER ZAMBIA AMIDST THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE."”

12. WHY THIS THEME? FELLOW CITIZENS, OUR COUNTRY IS FACING A
VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM. WE HAVE A SITUATION, WHICH WE CANNOT RUN
AWAY FROM. IT IS OVER A DECADE AGO, THAT WE ALL HEARD OF CLIMATE
CHANGE, EVEN IN THIS PARLIAMENT. WE ALL HEARD THE TERM ‘EL NINO
AND THE EL NINO EFFECTS’ THAT STARTED CAUSING DEVASTATING
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EFFECTS AROUND THE WORLD THROUGH CHANGES IN THE CLIMATIC
CONDITIONS. THESE WERE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
DID WE, AS A COUNTRY PREPARE FOR THIS ADEQUATELY? DID
SUCCESSFUL GOVERNMENT'S PREPARE ADEQUATELY FOR THE PEOPLE OF
ZAMBIA TO FACE THIS SITUATION? DID WE DO ENOUGH TO PUT IN PLACE
EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS? MAYBE NOT!

13. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT MY GOVERNMENT HAS NOT BEEN
SPARED BY THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE. AS I FLY WITHIN
THE COUNTRY, I SEE THE DROUGHT STRICKEN AREAS ON ONE SIDE AND
THE FLOODED AREAS ON THE OTHER, I HAVE SEEN HOW CLIMATE CHANGE
CAN CREATE VARYING CONDITIONS WITH NEGATIVE EFFECTS WITHIN ONE
COUNTRY.

14. I HAVE FURTHER SEEN SMALL BUSINESSES SUCH AS MAKESHIFT
STALLS, LOCALLY KNOW AS TU-NTEMBA'S, SHUTTING DOWN AS THEY FAIL
TO COPE WITH BUSINESS DUE TO LOAD SHEDDING. HOW CAN A BAKERY
OWNER RUN A BUSINESS IF IN THEIR MANUFACTURING PROCESS POWER
IS TURNED OFF AND AT THE SAME TIME WATER RUNS OUT? I SEE
MOTHERS AND CHILDREN IN COMPOUNDS WALKING LONG DISTANCES IN
SEARCH FOR WATER AND QUEUING FOR IT IN THE FEW PLACES IT IS
FOUND.

MR. SPEAKER,



15. AS I SOMETIMES DRIVE AROUND THE CITY AT NIGHT, I SEE MORE
AND MORE AREAS OF DARKNESS DUE TO LOAD SHEDDING BECAUSE OUR
DAMS THAT GENERATE POWER DO NOT HAVE WATER.

16. AT HOUSEHOLD LEVEL, FOOD IS BEING WASTED IN HOMES DUE TO
LOW VOLTAGE AND CONSISTENT TURNING ON AND OFF OF POWER. I HAVE
HEARD OF PEOPLE FAILING TO LEAVE OR ENTER THEIR HOMES BECAUSE
THEIR ELECTRIC GATES HAVE MALFUNCTIONED DUE TO POWER FAILURE.
IT SADDENS ME AND I FAIL TO IMAGINE PEOPLE LIVING IN HIGH DENSITY
AREAS HAVING TO WALK IN DARKNESS TO AND FROM THEIR WORK
PLACES. SURELY THIS POSES A SERIOUS SECURITY RISK ON OUR PEOPLE.

17. I AM AWARE MR. SPEAKER, OF SOME HEALTH FACILITIES GOING
WITHOUT POWER FOR LONG PERIODS OF TIME. I BEGIN TO WONDER HOW
OUR HEALTH WORKERS ARE LOOKING AFTER OUR PATIENTS WITHOUT
WATER AND ELECTRICITY, WHICH ARE BOTH, EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND
A HUMAN NECESSITY WITHIN THE MANAGEMENT OF PATIENTS.

18. SIR, IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, I AM DIRECTING THE MINISTRY OF
ENERGY, FROM MIDNIGHT TODAY TO PRIORITISE POWER SUPPLY TO
HOSPTIALS AND HEALTH CENTRES. FURTHER, THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY
SHOULD PRIORITISE ENERGY SUPPLY TO OUR WATER SUPPLY
OPERATIONS.

MR. SPEAKER,



19. THIS IS A VERY SERIOUS MATTER THAT SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN
LIGHTLY. THE INABILITY TO HAVE ADEQUATE WATER, GENERATE ENOUGH
POWER, GROW ENOUGH FOOD TO FEED OUR PEOPLE, HAVE ALL BEEN
GREATLY CAUSED BY THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE. WE ALL
SERIOUSLY NEED TO UNDERSTAND AND BEGIN TO APPRECIATE THIS IN
DETAIL AND STOP POINTING FINGERS AT EACH OTHER FOR FAILURE TO
GROW OUR ECONOMY AT THE DESIRED PACE. THIS NATURAL
PHENOMENON IS, A FORCE MAJEURE IN THE NAME OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

20. CLIMATE CHANGE IS THE CURRENT WORLD CHALLENGE, GREATLY
HINDERING THE DEVELOPMENT OF MANY NATIONS. CLIMATE CHANGE IS
REAL. IT IS A PHENOMENON THAT THE ENTIRE WORLD IS FACING IN
DIFFERENT WAYS ACCORDING TO THE WEATHER PATTERNS OF DIFFERENT
REGIONS.

21. MY FELLOW COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, I WOULD LIKE YOU TO
FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS NOT MY PROBLEM ALONE, NOR THE
PROBLEM OF MY GOVERNMENT ALONE. I WOULD LIKE TO APPEAL TO YOU
ALL THAT, AS WE JOURNEY ALONG IN THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF
OUR COUNTRY, WE DO SO BY ENSURING WE MITIGATE THE EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE.

22, IT DOES NOT MATTER WHETHER YOU ARE IN GOVERNMENT, IN
OPPOSITION, IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR OR INDEED IN CIVIL SOCIETY; ALL
OF US ARE AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE. THIS IS NATURE, BUT EVEN IF



IT IS NATURE, WE NEED TO JOIN HANDS AND SEE WHAT WE CAN DO
ABOUT IT TOGETHER.

23. MY GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO ENSURING THAT WE FIGHT,
AND FIGHT VIGOROUSLY THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE, FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNRTY. AS I HAVE SAID, WE MUST
JOIN HANDS TO ACHIEVE THIS. IT MUST BE DONE AT POLITICAL LEVEL,
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL, INCLUDING CORPORATE AND CIVIL SOCIETY
ORGANISATIONS, AND AT HOUSEHOLD LEVEL.

24, THIS IS WHY IN MY ADDRESS TODAY, YOU WILL REPEATEDLY HEAR
ME FOCUS ON CLIMATE CHANGE. THE EARLIER WE UNDERSTAND AND
APPRECIATE THAT DEVELOPMENTAL AGENDA NEEDS TO BECOME MORE
RESILIENT IN THE MIDST OF CLIMATE CHANGE, THE BETTER PLACED WE
ALL WILL BE, TO WORKING TOWARDS ACHIEVING OUR COUNTRY’'S
DEVELOPMENTAL AGENDA.

MR. SPEAKER,

25. WE HAVE ALL SEEN THE CHANGES IN WEATHER PATTERNS AND THE
DEVASTATING EFFECTS ON PEOPLE, PROPERTY AND THE NATION. OUR
RIVERS, DAMS AND LAKES IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY ARE
RUNNING LOW OR EVEN DRYING UP, WHERE AS IN THE NORTHERN PART,
WE ARE EXPERIENCING UNPRECEDENTED FLOODS. CONSEQUENTLY, THE
NATION IS FACED WITH, WATER, ENERGY AND CROP FAILURE IN SOME
PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.



26. WHAT DOES A RESILIENT NATION DO IN SUCH A SITUATION? IT
REALIGNS ITSELF TO NEW WAYS OF SUSTAINABILITY BY UNDERSTANDING
THE CHANGING ENVIRONMENT, ADAPTING METHODS OF SURVIVAL AND
PUTTING IN PLACE ACTION PLANS THAT MAKE US OVERCOME ANY
CHALLENGES AND FORGE AHEAD.

27. WE NEED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT SOME OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROBLEMS ARE MAN-MADE. CORPORATE INSTITUTIONS AND INDIVIDUAL
CITIZENS TEND TO IGNORE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THEIR
COMMERCIAL OR INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITIES WHICH THEY CONDUCT
ADJACENT TO OUR WATER SOURCES.

28. IN THIS REGARD, I AM DIRECTING THE MINISTRY OF LANDS AND
NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE MINISTRY OF WATER DEVELOPMENT,
SANITATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION TO TAKE LEAD IN
ENSURING THAT OUR WATER SOURCES AND THE LAND ADJACENT TO
THESE AREAS ARE NOT ADULTERATED BY CORPORATE ENTITIES OR
INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAME OF DEVELOPMENT.

29. HONOURABLE MINISTERS, AND YOUR PERMANENT SECRETARIES OF
THE ABOVE MENTIONED MINISTRIES, ENSURE THAT THE ZAMBIA
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AGENCY, AND THE WATER RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY, REALIGNS THEMSELVES TO EFFECTIVELY
CARRY OUT THEIR MANDATE AND PRODUCE THE REQUIRED RESULTS,
TODAY AND NOT TOMORROW. FROM TODAY HENCEFORTH, I SHALL NOT

SEE A HOUSE OR INDEED A FACTORY BEING BUILT ADJACENT TO OUR
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WATER RESOURCE, DEPRIVING THE MAIJORITY OF OTHER ZAMBIAN OF
USAGE OF THIS RESOURCE.

30. AS HEAD OF STATE, IT IS MY UTMOST RESPONSIBILITY TO LEAD
THE NATION INTO A SPIRIT OF RESILIENCE, AN ACTION PLAN ON
SUSTAINABILITY AND REASSURANCE THAT WE ARE MOVING IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION. NO GOVERNMENT WISHES AND PRAYS FOR DROUGHT. NO
GOVERNMENT WISHES TO HAVE DAMS THAT ARE GENERATING POWER,
DRY UP. NO GOVT WISHES TO HAVE CROP FAILURE LEADING TO HUNGER
SITUATION AMONG ITS PEOPLE. INDEED, NOT MY GOVERNMENT!

MR. SPEAKER,

31. IN THE DETAIL OF MY ADDRESS TODAY, I WILL, OUTLINE
MILESTONES ACHIEVED IN THE PAST YEAR AND THE POLICIES THUS FAR
AND MOVING FORWARD THAT HAVE GUIDED AND WILL GUIDE THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF VARIOUS DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMMES FOR THE
FUTURE. THESE POLICIES ARE AIMED AT GROWING OUR ECONOMY IN A
SUSTAINABLE MANNER, BUILDING RESILIENCE AND CHANGING THE WAY
WE INTERACT WITH THE ENVIRONMENT, MAKING ZAMBIA A BETTER PLACE
FOR ALL.

MR. SPEAKER,

32. LET ME MAKE IT CLEAR THAT WE ARE NOT ALONE IN TAKING
ACTION AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE. MOST COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD ARE
WITH US. AT THE GLOBAL LEVEL, ZAMBIA IS PARTY TO A NUMBER OF
INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL FRAMEWORKS. THESE INCLUDE BUT NOT
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LIMITED TO,; THE UNITED NATIONS 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT, THE UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE, THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY AND THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT
DESERTIFICATION.

MR. SPEAKER,

33. MY GOVERNMENT IS IMPLEMENTING A NUMBER OF POLICIES THAT
ARE ADDRESSING ISSUES ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE MIDST
OF CLIMATE CHANGE. OUR SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND IN ARTICLE 257
OF THE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES THE GOVERNMENT TO ESTABLISH AND
IMPLEMENT MECHANISMS TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE. THE POLICIES
INCLUDE THE NATIONAL POLICY ON CLIMATE CHANGE, THE NATIONAL
ADAPTATION PLAN OF ACTION, THE NATIONALLY APPROPRIATE
MITIGATION ACTIONS AND THE NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE RESPONSE
STRATEGY.

34. THE MEDIUM-TERM DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES OF OUR COUNTRY
AS ESPOUSED IN THE SEVENTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE
PERIOD 2017 TO 2021, HAVE EQUALLY INTEGRATED CLIMATE CHANGE.

MR. SPEAKER,

35. THE PATRIOTIC FRONT MANIFESTO ARTICULATES THE COLLECTIVE
ASPIRATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE FOR A BETTER LIFE, WHICH GIVES THIS
ASSURANCE, AND I QUOTE: "WE ARE COMMITTED TO MEETING AND

EXCEEDING THESE EXPECTATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA,” END
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OF QUOTE. MY GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION TO LIFT ZAMBIA AND ALL
ZAMBIANS TO GREATER HEIGHTS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN
A SUSTAINABLE MANNER IS UNQUESTIONABLE. HOWEVER, THE EFFECTS
OF CLIMATE CHANGE COULD UNDERMINE OUR ASPIRATIONS IF NOT
URGENTLY ADDRESSED.

OUR MACROECONOMIC SITUATION

MR. SPEAKER,

36. OUR ECONOMY HAS, IN THE RECENT PAST, FACED SOME SERIOUS
HEADWINDS. THE COUNTRY REGISTERED A GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT
GROWTH RATE OF 3.7 PERCENT AS AT END OF 2018. THE GROWTH RATE
FOR 2019 WAS EARLIER PROJECTED AT AROUND FOUR PERCENT BUT IS
BEING REVISED DOWNWARDS TO ABOUT TWO PERCENT ON ACCOUNT OF
ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS, WHICH HAS AFFECTED THE ENERGY AND
AGRICULTURAL SECTORS.

37. SINCE 2015, WHEN WE EXPERIENCED DROUGHTS THAT AFFECTED
ELECTRICITY GENERATION, GROWTH SLOWED DOWN TO AN AVERAGE OF
3.5 PERCENT BETWEEN 2015 AND 2018 FROM AN AVERAGE OF 6.4
PERCENT BETWEEN 2011 AND 2014. THIS SLOWDOWN WAS LARGELY
ATTRIBUTED TO CLIMATE VARIABILITIES.

38. TO HAVE MEANINGFUL IMPACT ON THE HIGH POVERTY LEVELS IN
THE COUNTRY, WE MUST GROW THE ECONOMY AT A MINIMUM RATE OF
SEVEN PERCENT PER ANNUM. THE EMPHASIS MUST BE ON GREEN
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GROWTH, WHICH ENTAILS TAKING A PATH OF ECONOMIC GROWTH THAT
USES NATURAL RESOURCES IN A SUSTAINABLE MANNER.

39. OUR FISCAL SPACE MUST CONTINUE TO GROW, AND THIS CAN ONLY
BE ACHIEVED BY ENSURING MACROECONOMIC STABILITY AND
MAINTAINING DEBT WITHIN SUSTAINABLE LEVELS. WE HAVE PROCURED
DEBT FOR DEVELOPMENT, WHICH IS ONE OF THE MANY FINANCING
OPTIONS THAT WE PURSUE. WE CAN SEE IT IN THE ROAD
INFRASTRUCTURE,  BRIDGES, ALTERNATIVE POWER  GENERATION
INVESTMENTS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO  MASSIVE
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS SECTOR. THIS WE ALL CAN SEE AND ATTEST TO.

40. THE ART OF BORROWING IS THE ABILITY TO PAY BACK. YES, I AM
AWARE THAT THERE IS ACCUMULATION OF DOMESTIC ARREARS WHICH
HAS NOT ONLY NEGATIVELY IMPACTED THE OPERATIONS OF SUPPLIERS
AND CONTRACTORS, BUT ALSO ON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE FINANCIAL
SECTOR THROUGH AN INCREASE IN NON-PERFORMING LOANS.
FURTHERMORE, THERE IS AN ACCUMULATION OF PENSION ARREARS. THIS
HAS GOT TO BE MANAGED.

41. MY GOVERNMENT HAS HAD A ROBUST AGENDA TO ENSURE THAT
THE FISCAL SPACE IS MANAGED, BUT WE HAVE FACED NUMEROUS
CHALLENGES TO MEET OUR OBJECTIVES. GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES HAVE
CLEARLY NOT BEEN ACHIEVED AND FULLY IMPLEMENTED. AMONG THE

REASONS THAT THIS HAS NOT BEEN ACHIEVED IS ATTRIBUTED TO THE
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BAD WEATHER EFFECTS ON OUR WATER BODIES THAT AFFECTED THE
PERFORMANCE OF OUR ENERGY AND AGRICULTURE SECTORS, AMONG
OTHERS. THIS IS WHAT THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE CAN DO.

42. NEEDLESS TO SAY, MY GOVERNMENT IS OPTIMISTIC TO OVERCOME
THESE CHALLENGES, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE EFFECTS OF THE WORLD
PHENOMENON.

MR. SPEAKER,

43. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT I DIRECTED THE NEW SECRETARY TO
CABINET, DR. SIMON KAMWENDO MITI, TO MEET THE PERMANENT
SECRETARIES AND SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, MONTHLY, TO
INFORM THE CIVIL SERVANTS THAT, IN VIEW OF THE CURRENT ECONOMIC
SITUATION, GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO WORK MORE PRUDENTLY AND TO DO
SO, THE FOCUS SHOULD BE ON "MANAGING FOR RESULTS, BY DOING MORE
WITH LESS.” THIS IS THE NEW MANTRA THAT MY GOVERNMENT IS
WORKING WITH AT ALL LEVELS.

44. [ WANT TO PLACE EMPHASIS ON THE NEED TO DISMANTLE THESE
ARREARS, WHILE CURBING FURTHER ACCUMULATION OF ARREARS. MY
GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN THIS VERY SERIOUSLY AND I HAVE DIRECTED
THOSE TASKED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MANAGING THIS DEBT
STOCK TO ENSURE THAT STRINGENT MEASURES ARE ACTIVELY
IMPLEMENTED.
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MR. SPEAKER,

45. OUR NON-DISCRETIONARY EXPENDITURE, WHICH COMPRISES
PERSONNEL EMOLUMENTS AND DEBT STANDS AT 50.1% AND 40%
RESPECTIVELY, GIVING A TOTAL OF 90.1% OF OUR ANNUAL BUDGET. THIS
LEAVES THE DISCRETIONARY EXPENDITURE AMOUNT TO STAND AT 9.9%
OF OUR ANNUAL BUDGET. THIS MR. SPEAKER IS AN ALARMING RATIO.

46. IT IS CARDINAL THAT PERSONNEL EMOLUMENTS MUST BE
REFLECTIVE OF SERVICE DELIVERY TO THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE. I HAVE
OBSERVED, MY SPEAKER, THAT THIS IS NOT THE CASE. IT IS FOR THIS
REASON THAT I HAVE DIRECTED SECRETARY TO CABINET, TO
IMMEDIATELY CLEAN UP THE PUBLIC SERVICE PAY ROLL TO STOP THIS
HEMORRHAGE TODAY, AND NOT TOMORROW.

47. AT THE HEART OF OUR AUSTERITY MEASURES, GOING FORWARD,
WE WILL IMPLEMENT ACTIONS TO MANAGE THE DEBT STOCK AND CURB
ANY FURTHER ACCUMULATION AND SAVE MONEY TO DISMANTLE ARREARS
OWED TO SUPPLIERS.

48. POSITIVE RESULTS MUST BE ACHIEVED AT ALL COSTS. MINISTRIES
AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS MUST COLLABORATE ON CROSS-CUTTING
ISSUES. NO ONE IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE WORKING IN SILOS, AND
THIS I MENTIONED IN MY ADDRESS TO THIS AUGUST HOUSE THREE YEARS
AGO. I AM REITERATING IT NOW, THAT WE WILL NOT WORK IN SILOS

AND, WE MUST PRODUCE RESULTS BY DOING MORE WITH LESS.
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49. IT CAN BE DONE AND IT WILL BE DONE. TO THE SECRETARY TO
CABINET MR. SPEAKER, ALL SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY MUST BE
STREAMLINED TO ENSURE NORMALCY IN ANY SUB-SECTOR. TO THOSE
SECTORS FOUND OUTSIDE THE NORMAL LINE OF THIS POLICY DIRECTIVE
AND PAUSING A GREAT COST TO GOVERNMENT, SECRETARY TO CABINET,
NORMALISE IT WITH DUE PROCESS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION.

50. THESE, AND MANY MORE MEASURES BEING PUT IN PLACE, WILL
BEGIN TO INCREASE LIQUIDITY IN THE ECONOMY AND PLACE THE
ECONOMY ON AN ACCELERATED GROWTH TRAJECTORY.

MR. SPEAKER,

51. GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO PROVIDE THAT CONDUCIVE
ENVIRONMENT FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO THRIVE AND TO IMPLEMENT
MARKET-DRIVEN POLICIES, MY GOVERNMENT REMAINS COMMITTED TO
ASSURING THE SAFETY OF PRIVATE INVESTMENTS.

52. I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT FAVOURABLE MEASURES ARE ESSENTIAL
IN ATTRACTING BOTH DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT IN
OUR QUEST TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THE PRIVATE
SECTOR CAN ATTEST THAT GENERALLY THEY ARE OPERATING THEIR
BUSINESSES IN A CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT. THIS IS EVIDENCED BY
ZAMBIA HAVING ACTUALISED INVESTMENT IN 2018 OF USD700 MILLION
WITH 31,086 JOBS CREATED. AS AT JUNE 2019 THE ACTUALISED
INVESTMENT STOOD AT USD415 MILLION AND I AM CONFIDENT THAT AT
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THIS RATE, THE RETURNS ON INVESTMENT WILL SURPASS THAT OF LAST
YEAR.

53. THE ZAMBIA REVENUE AUTHORITY DEVISED NEW AND PROGESSSIVE
METHODS FOR TAX COLLECTION WHICH IS BUSINESS FRIENDLY AS
OPPOSED TO POLICING OUT LOCAL AND FOREIGN INVESTORS.

54. ELECTRONIC PLATFORMS FOR THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY HAVE
BEEN PUT IN PLACE, TO HELP THEM OPERATE FROM THE COMFORT OF
THEIR HOMES AND OFFICES, ULTIMATELY, HELPING THEM CUT DOWN ON
TRANSACTION COST WHILE ENHANCING TAX COMPLIANCE. DIALOGUE
PLATFORMS HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED TO SET A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
OF DEALING WITH TAX MATTERS WITH VARIOUS TAXPAYERS. THIS IS ALL
BEING DONE TO PROMOTE A BUSINESS FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT IN THE
COUNTRY.

MR. SPEAKER,

55. THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF FINANCE WILL SOON PRESENT, TO
THIS AUGUST HOUSE, THE 2020 NATIONAL BUDGET. THE BUDGET WILL
OUTLINE IN GREATER DETAIL THE MEASURES GOVERNMENT WILL
IMPLEMENT IN ORDER TO ACCELERATE OUR DEVELOPMENT AGENDA.

56. WITH AUSTERITY MEASURES BEING PUT IN PLACE BY MY

GOVERNMENT, NEXT YEAR’S BUDGET WILL BE SERIOUSLY AFFECTED AS WE
EXPECT TO MEET OUR DEBT OBLIGATIONS, PAY OUTSTANDING LOCAL
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DEBTS AND MEET THE PRESSING NEEDS OF OUR COUNTRY SUCH AS FOOD
SECURITY, WATER RETICULATION AND ENERGY GENERATION.

57. 1 HAVE ALREADY STATED THAT MOVING FORWARD MY
GOVERNMENT WE WILL BE “MANAGING FOR RESULTS BY DOING MORE
WITH LESS” UNTIL SUCH A TIME WHEN WE HAVE ADEQUATE RESOURCES
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA. I WANT TO REMIND ALL PUBLIC
SERVANTS, IN PARTICULAR, THAT THE MONEY THAT GOVERNMENT USES
TO RUN THE COUNTRY IS TAX PAYER'S MONEY. IT IS OUR PEOPLE'S
MONEY! WHAT THEY HAVE GIVEN US IS THE MANDATE TO USE IT
PRUDENTLY TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO THE NATION. LET US USE IT FOR
ITS INTENDED PURPOSE IN THE MOST DILIGENT AND PRUDENT MANNER.

58. TO DEMONSTRATE OUR COMMITMENT TO DOING MORE WITH LESS,
I HAVE INSTRUCTED THE MINISTER OF FINANCE TO ENSURE THAT BUDGET
ALLOCATIONS ARE MADE TO EACH CLUSTER WITH CLUSTER MEMBERS
DECIDING ON THEIR PRIORITIES AND IDENTIFY AREAS THEY CAN JOINTLY
IMPLEMENT USING THEIR COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES AND THIS WILL BE A
PERMANENT FEATURE IN THE BUDGETING PROCESS.

59. WITH THIS SAID, I, THEREFORE URGE THIS AUGUST HOUSE TO
SUPPORT THE 2020 NATIONAL BUDGET. IT IS THE CONVICTION OF
GOVERNMENT THAT, TOGETHER, WE CAN TAKE THIS GREAT NATION TO A
HIGHER LEVEL OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
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MR. SPEAKER,

60. LET ME NOW FOCUS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES,
STRATEGIES AND PROGRAMMES IN LINE WITH TODAY’S THEME UNDER THE
FIVE PILLARS OF THE SEVENTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

PILLAR 1 - ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION AND JOB CREATION

MR SPEAKER,

61. THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNMENT IS ALIVE TO THE NEW
DYNAMICS IN THE WORLD OF WORK BY EMBARKING ON PROGRAMMES
THAT SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE YOUTH WITH CHANGING
LABOUR CONDITIONS. THE YOUTH NEED PRACTICAL SKILLS TO ENABLE
THEM SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES THAT CONTINUE TO EMERGE IN THE
CONSTRUCTION, METAL AND TIMBER PROCESSING INDUSTRY,
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND OTHER TECHNOLOGICAL
ADVANCEMENTS. TIME HAS COME FOR THE YOUTHS TO HAVE A PARADIGM
SHIFT FROM BEING JOB SEEKERS TO BEING CREATORS OF JOBS. IT IS
AGAINST THIS BACKDROP THAT MY GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO
INVEST IN YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMMES TO ENABLE THE YOUTHS
ACCESS CHEAPER FINANCING TO START UP THEIR BUSINESSES.

62. AT POLICY LEVEL, I HAVE INSTRUCTED GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO
PRIORITISE PURCHASES OF FURNITURE AND OTHER SCHOOL AND OFFICE
EQUIPMENT FROM ORGANIZED YOUTH ENTERPRISES AND COOPERATIVES
TO ENHANCE THEIR GROWTH. IN ADDITION, WE SHALL ACTIVELY
PROMOTE YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN INDUSTRIAL YARDS, WHERE VARIOUS
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PRACTICAL TRAINING SKILLS ARE BEING OFFERED, TO FURTHER IMPROVE
THE ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENTS.

MR. SPEAKER,

63. THE DIVERSIFICATION OF OUR ECONOMY AND JOB CREATION IS
PREMISED ON VALUE ADDITION TO OUR ABUNDANT NATURAL RESOURCES
AND INTEGRATION OF CLIMATE SMART SOLUTIONS. OVER 80 PERCENT OF
OUR PEOPLE ARE DIRECTLY DEPENDENT ON CLIMATE SENSITIVE NATURAL
RESOURCES WHICH SUPPORT ACTIVITIES IN AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK,
FISHERIES, FORESTRY, MINING, TOURISM, WATER DEVELOPMENT AND
ENERGY. THIS CALLS FOR THEIR SUSTAINABLE USE AND MANAGEMENT.

64. MY GOVERNMENT IS ACTIVELY PROMOTING CLIMATE SMART
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES POISED AT IMPROVING AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTIVITY. WE ARE PROMOTING CLIMATE
RESILIENT FOOD CROPS SUCH AS SORGHUM, MILLET, CASSAVA AND YAMS.
THESE CROPS, IN ADDITION TO BEING RESILIENT TO WEATHER
CONDITIONS ARE HIGHLY NUTRITIOUS. MANY OF US WHO GREW UP AND
ARE GROWING UP IN RURAL AREAS KNOW THE NUTRITIONAL VALUE WE
GET OUT OF THESE CROPS. LET US GET TO OUR ROOTS AND PROMOTE
THESE HEALTHY CROPS TO A COMMERCIAL LEVEL.

65. I HAVE ENCOURAGED EVERY ZAMBIAN, INCLUDING THE CIVIL
SERVANTS TO ALL ENGAGE IN ONE FORM OF AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY AT
HOUSEHOLD LEVEL. SMALL GARDENS IN OUR BACK YARDS WITH A VARIETY

OF CROPS CAN HELP US SUSTAINABLY FEED OUR FAMILIES ON A DAILY
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BASIS. IF WE BEGIN SMALL AND APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF THIS ACTION,
WE AS A PEOPLE WILL REALISE THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF-RELIANCE AND
BEGIN TO THINK OF THE BIGGER PICTURE OF GROWING OUR BACKYARD
GARDENS INTO COMMERCIAL VIABLE BUSINESSES. REMEMBER ‘CHARITY
BEGINS AT HOME'.

66. GOVERNMENT'S ROLE IN ASSISTING OUR FARMERS TO
UNDERSTAND SMART AGRICULTURE FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT IN THE MIDST OF CLIMATE CHANGE IS TO PROVIDE THE
NECESSARY INFORMATION AND MESSAGES ON CLIMATE CHANGE. IF OUR
PEOPLE ARE PROPERLY SENSITISED, ADOPT BEST POSSIBLE PRACTICES
AND CONTINUOUSLY REMAIN FOCUSED ON POSITIVE GROWTH, NOTHING
IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A NATION TO GROW.

67. I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOU A REAL LIFE EXAMPLE OF RESILIENCE
AND SUSTAINABILITY IN THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR IN THE MIDST OF
CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTS. PRESENT IN THIS AUGUST HOUSE TODAY, IS A
FORTY-THREE-YEAR-OLD FARMER, MR. RAYMOND MUFWAMBI, FROM CHIEF
SIACHITEMA'S AREA IN KALOMO, WHO SUCCESSFULLY ADOPTED
CONSERVATION FARMING PRACTICES IN AN AREA THAT HAS
INCREASINGLY BEEN RECEIVING POOR RAINFALL. DESPITE THE DROUGHT
IN THE SOUTHERN HALF OF THE COUNTRY LAST FARMING SEASON, MR.
MUFWAMBI, HAD AN ADMIRABLE HARVEST ON HIS SIX HECTARE FARM
WHEN MANY OF OUR FARMERS LOST OUT COMPLETELY. LET US LEARN THE
BEST PRACTICE MR. MUFWAMBI ADOPTED THAT LED TO THIS SUCCESS
STORY. I THEREFORE, URGE THE MEDIA TO PICK UP ON HIS STORY ON
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CONSERVATION FARMING AND SHARE THE INFORMATION WITH THE
ZAMBIAN PUBLIC.

MR. SPEAKER,

68. I AM AWARE THAT THOSE PRACTICING MONOCULTURE
PRODUCTION SYSTEMS OF FARMING HAVE BEEN HARD HIT. IN VIEW OF
THIS, MY GOVERNMENT IS PROMOTING THE PLANTING OF TREE CROPS,
SUCH AS CASHEW IN WESTERN PROVINCE AND CITRUS FRUITS IN
WESTERN, EASTERN AND MUCHINGA PROVINCES. THIS IS CREATING
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, WHILE PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT BY
REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF CARBON DIOXIDE EMITTED INTO THE
ATMOSPHERE. IT IS THIS CARBON DIOXIDE WHICH CONTRIBUTES TO
GLOBAL WARMING, WHICH IN TURN AFFECTS THE OZONE LAYER AND
ULTIMATELY, CHANGES IN CLIMATIC CONDITIONS.

69. GIVEN OUR SUITABLE SOILS AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS, THERE
ARE OTHER OPPORTUNITIES THAT EXIST, BEYOND CITRUS FRUITS. OTHER
TREE CROPS SUCH AS ALMONDS AND MACADAMIA NUTS CAN AND MUST BE
PROMOTED. THESE ARE GREAT SOURCES OF NUTRITION AND CAN YIELD
MASSIVE RETURNS IF INVESTED IN VERY WELL. LET US BE A PEOPLE THAT
OPEN OUR THINKING HORIZON BEYOND THE CONVENTIONAL RELIANCE ON
MAIZE AS THE ONLY SOURCE OF INVESTMENT.

70. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT MY GOVERNMENT IS SUPPORTING
AGRICULTURE BEYOND RAIN-FED FARMING, THROUGH IRRIGATION
PROGRAMMES. ONLY LAST MONTH, I WAS IN KAFUE TO LAUNCH THE
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CHIANSI IRRIGATION SCHEME AT THE ZAMBIA NATIONAL SERVICE FARM.
THIS IS A DECISIVE INTERVENTION IN COMBATING THE EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE.

71. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE PROJECT WILL CREATE AT LEAST 400
JOBS FOR THE LOCALS AS WELL AS REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF
SMALL-SCALE FARMERS TO THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE. THE
PROJECT HAS ALSO TARGETED 1,000 HOUSEHOLDS AND 1,800 HECTARES
OF LAND FOR IRRIGATION USING PIPELINE AND CANALS TO BE ACCESSED
BY THE COMMUNITY.

MR. SPEAKER,

72. THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNMENT REMAINS COMMITTED TO ITS
AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION AGENDA BOTH IN CROP, AND IN THE
FISH AND LIVESTOCK SUB-SECTORS. CAPTURE FISHERIES IS EQUALLY
THREATENED BY CLIMATE CHANGE, AS ITS NEGATIVE EFFECTS IMPACT ON
FRESHWATER ECOSYSTEMS AND FISH STOCKS.

73. IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT, MY GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN
ALTERNATIVE POLICY INTERVENTIONS BY PROMOTING THE AQUACULTURE
SUBSECTOR AS A WAY OF CREATING RESILIENCE, GROWTH AND
SUSTAINABILITY TO OUR FISHING INDUSTRY.

74. GOVERNMENT IS DOING THIS BY IMPLEMENTING THE
AQUACULTURE  ENTERPRISE =~ DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMME.  THIS

PROGRAMME, WHICH IS TARGETING 12,000 BENEFICIARIES ACROSS THE
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COUNTRY, IS EMPOWERING WOMEN AND YOUTHS WITH SKILLS IN FISH
FARMING, VALUE ADDITION, TRADING AND BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION. I
AM CONFIDENT THAT FISH FARMING HAS THE POTENTIAL TO UPLIFT OUR
PEOPLE FROM ABJECT POVERTY AND CONTRIBUTE TO OUR ECONOMIC
GROWTH, IF WE ALL TAKE KEEN INTEREST IN IT AND TAP ON THE
OPPORTUNITIES BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO OUR PEOPLE.

MR SPEAKER,
75. LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT MR. COSMAS MUSONDA BWALYA OF

NORTHERN PROVINCE WHO HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN AQUACULTURE FOR
NEARLY TWELVE YEARS NOW. HE GETS ABOUT 14,000 FISH EVERY SIX
MONTHS FROM HIS SEVEN PONDS. THIS HAS DRAMATICALLY CHANGED HIS
LIFE FOR THE BETTER AND CREATED JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG
MEN AND WOMEN IN HIS COMMUNITY. SUCH FARMERS GIVE HOPE TO
THOSE BEING TRAINED NOW TO TAKE UP FISH FARMING. MANY MORE
ZAMBIANS CAN BE LIKE MR. COSMAS MUSONDA BWALYA. LET US BELIEVE
IN OURSELVES.

MR. SPEAKER,

76. LET ME TURN THE ATTENTION OF THIS AUGUST HOUSE TO THE
LIVESTOCK SUB-SECTOR. SADLY, WE HAVE EXPERIENCED FREQUENT
OUTBREAKS OF FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN SOME PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY. AS WORRISOME AS THIS IS, THE DISEASE IS BEING
CONTROLLED THROUGH FARMER  SENSITISATION, VACCINATIONS,
MOVEMENT RESTRICTIONS AND ENFORCEMENT OF BIOSECURITY
MEASURES ON FARMS. GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO CONTINUED WITH
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL AND LABORATORY SURVEILLANCE, DIAGNOSIS OF
VARIOUS DISEASES AS WELL AS FACILITATING THE DIPPING OF ANIMALS
THROUGH PROVISION OF EXTENSION SERVICES TO THE FARMERS.

77. 1 STRONGLY URGE ALL OUR FARMERS TO ABIDE BY ANIMAL DISEASE
CONTROL MEASURES IN ORDER TO CURB THE SPREAD OF DISEASES THAT
DIRECTLY AFFECT THE INCOMES OF OUR PEOPLE.

MR. SPEAKER,

78. THE HOUSE IS FURTHER INFORMED THAT, GOVERNMENT HAS SO
FAR BUILT 87 OUT OF A PROJECTED TARGET OF 140 LIVESTOCK SERVICE
CENTRES, AS A WAY OF ENHANCING THE LIVESTOCK SUBSECTOR. WHAT
THESE CENTRES ARE DOING IS PROVIDING VARIOUS SERVICES, WHICH
INCLUDE VACCINATION, DIPPING AND BRANDING, TO OUR FARMERS. WE
HAVE ALSO REHABILITATED AND STOCKED 15 LIVESTOCK BREEDING
CENTRES TO IMPROVE THE NATION’S ANIMAL BREEDS.

79. IN TERMS OF CLIMATE SMART LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION
TECHNOLOGIES, WE ARE IMPLEMENTING A CLIMATE RESILIENT LIVESTOCK
MANAGEMENT PROJECT IN MUCHINGA AND NORTHERN PROVINCES. THIS
PROJECT IS PROMOTING CLIMATE SMART LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION
TECHNOLOGIES, INVOLVING IMPROVED PASTURES, ANIMAL HEALTH
SERVICE DELIVERY AND MANURE MANAGEMENT. IN THE SAME PROJECT
AREAS, WE ARE STOCKING AND RESTOCKING DAIRY CATTLE AND SMALL
RUMINANTS. FURTHER, WE HAVE ALSO CONSTRUCTED THREE MILK
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PROCESSING PLANTS IN MPIKA, KASAMA AND MBALA TO STRENGTHEN THE
VALUE CHAIN.

MR SPEAKER,

80. LET ME NOW DRAW THE HOUSE'S ATTENTION TO THE MINING
SUBSECTOR, WHICH HAS BEEN PART OF OUR STRONG ECONOMIC BASE. IT
IS FOR THIS REASON THAT MY GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO
ENSURING THAT MINING CONTINUES TO THRIVE AT ALL LEVELS. THIS IS
DESPITE THE CURRENT COPPER PRODUCTION LEVELS IN THE MINES NOT
BEING FAVOURABLE. BUT BEAR IN MIND, A DOWNWARD TREND IS NOT A
BLEAK SITUATION. WHEN IN ONE AREA, THER IS SEEMINGLY A
DOWNWARD TREND, IN ANOTHER AREA THERE IS AN UPWARD TREND. LET
US LOOK AT THIS IN A LITTLE MORE DETAIL.

81. DURING THE FIRST HALF OF 2019, COPPER PRODUCTION AND
EARNINGS DECLINED BY 5.3 PERCENT AND 23.5 PERCENT, RESPECTIVELY.
THE DECREASE IS ATTRIBUTED MAINLY TO LOW ORE GRADE, SUSPENSION
OF SOME MINING OPERATIONS, OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES AND
DEPLETING ORE RESERVES AT OLD MINES.

82. ON THE OTHER HAND, PRODUCTION OF EMERALDS INCREASED BY
34 PERCENT FROM 9,475.55 KILOGRAMMES DURING THE FIRST HALF OF
2018 TO 12,696.2 KILOGRAMMES IN THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD IN
2019. SIMILARLY, MANGANESE PRODUCTION INCREASED FROM 33,471
TONNES IN 2018 TO 57,528 TONNES IN THE RESPECTIVE PERIOD IN 2019.
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83. ANOTHER NOTABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE MINING SECTOR IN 2019
IS THE COMMENCEMENT OF PRODUCTION AT MUNALI NICKEL MINE WHICH
HAD BEEN ON CARE AND MAINTENANCE SINCE 2011. THE MINE IS
TARGETING A MONTHLY PRODUCTION OF 60,000 METRIC TONNES OF
NICKEL CONCENTRATES. THE RESUMPTION OF OPERATIONS AT THE
MUNALI NICKEL MINE IS GOOD NEWS TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND TO
OUR PEOPLE WHO HAVE PINNED THEIR HOPES ON THE SUCCESS OF THIS
MINE. WE EXPECT THIS MINE TO SUSTAIN ITS PRODUCTION OUTPUT AND
CONTRIBUTE TO OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH.

MR. SPEAKER,

84. OUR COUNTRY HAS AN ARRAY OF MINERALS INCLUDING GOLD,
WHICH IS NOW BEING SERIOUSLY HARNESSED. GOLD MINING AND
PRODUCTION IS CRITICAL IN SUPPORTING OUR ECONOMIC
DIVERSIFICATION AND JOB CREATION. FOR THE COUNTRY TO MAXIMISE
ITS BENEFITS FROM GOLD PRODUCTION THERE IS NEED TO CONTINUE
PROMOTING INVESTMENT IN EXPLORATION AND STRENGTHEN
REGULATORY ENFORCEMENT CAPACITY.

85. VERY SOON, YOU WILL BE SEEING THE CLEAR DIRECTION WHICH
MY GOVERNMENT IS TAKING IN ENHANCING GOLD MINING AND
PRODUCTION, AS I HAVE DIRECTED THE MINISTRY OF MINES AND OTHER
RELEVANT MINISTRIES TO PROVIDE A CLEAR DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
FOR THE GOLD MINING INDUSTRY. WHERE THERE ARE CROSS-CUTTING
ISSUES, RELEVANT MINISTRIES WILL WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE ALL

AREAS ARE DEALT WITH, BE IT LAND SURFACE USE IN THESE MINING
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AREAS, SETTLEMENT OF COMMUNITIES LIVING IN THESE AREAS, VALUE
ADDITION TO THE GOLD MINING INDUSTRY AS WELL ARE PUTTING IN
PLACE ALL LEGISLATION THAT WILL ADEQUATELY GOVERN THE INDUSTRY.
REMEMBER, MY GOVERNMENT IS MANAGING FOR RESULTS, BY DOING
MORE WITH LESS.

MR. SPEAKER,

86. GOVERNMENT’S DETERMINATION IN PROMOTING THE
PARTICIPATION OF MORE ECONOMIC PLAYERS, PARTICULARLY LOCALS,
ALONG MINING VALUE CHAINS, CANNOT BE OVER-EMPHASISED. WE WILL
CONTINUE PRIORITISING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SMALL SCALE MINING
AND DESIGN SPECIFIC MEASURES TO GROW THIS SUB-SECTOR.
PARTICULAR ATTENTION WILL BE PAID TO GEMSTONES, GOLD AND THE
MINING OF INDUSTRIAL MINERALS. WE WILL ALSO CONTINUE TO INSIST
ON GETTING A FAIR SHARE FROM OUR MINERAL RESOURCES.

87. MUCH AS THE CONTRIBUTION OF MINING TO OUR ECONOMY IS
LAUDABLE, WE SHOULD NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE FACT THAT
UNREGULATED MINING ACTIVITIES DO A LOT OF HARM TO OUR
ENVIRONMENT. THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO IF THE USE AND DISPOSAL OF
CHEMICALS IS LEFT UNCHECKED, POLLUTION OF WATER BODIES IS LEFT
UNDETECTED, CARBON EMISSION LEVELS ARE NOT CAPPED AND
REFORESTATION IS NOT PROMOTED IN FORMER OR DISUSED MINING
AREAS. T URGE ALL REGULATORY AGENCIES TO ENFORCE THE EXISTING
LAWS AND REGULATIONS.
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MR. SPEAKER,

88. THE TOURISM SECTOR IS ANOTHER SECTOR OF OUR ECONOMY
THAT GENERATES REVENUE FOR OUR GDP GROWTH. MANY TOURISM
ACTIVITIES ARE WEATHER DEPENDANT AND, BY EXTENSION, INFLUENCED
BY CLIMATE CHANGE. CLIMATE CHANGE HAS REDUCED WATER LEVELS AND
IS AFFECTING TOURIST VISITS TO NATURAL ATTRACTIONS SUCH AS
WATERFALLS, WATER SPORTING EVENTS AND TRADITIONAL CEREMONIES
SUCH AS THE KUOMBOKA CEREMONY.

89. I AM, THEREFORE, GLAD TO REPORT THAT THE DIVERSIFICATION
OF THE TOURISM SECTOR IS ON COURSE. WE HAVE SEEN AN INCREASE IN
HOSTING OF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND SPORTING ACTIVITIES.

90. WE ARE NOW GROWING INTO A MEDICAL TOURISM HUB OF
SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES. THIS HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT WHICH HAS HELPED
OUR FACILITIES MEET INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS.

91. I AM PROUD TO ALSO MENTION THAT OUR ZAMBIAN MEDICAL
DOCTORS ARE WELL SKILLED AND HAVE HANDLED COMPLEX MEDICAL
OPERATIONS, WHICH HAD NEVER BEEN UNDERTAKEN IN THE COUNTRY
BEFORE. FURTHERMORE, WHILST EARNING REVENUE FROM THIS
INDUSTRY, WE ARE EQUALLY CUTTING COSTS OF HAVING TO SEND OUR
PEOPLE FOR SPECIALISED MEDICAL ATTENTION OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY,
WHICH CAN NOW BE UNDERTAKEN IN ZAMBIA. LET US GIVE OURSELVES A
PAT ON THE BACK FOR THIS TEAM EFFORT.
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92. WHILE STILL ON THE SUBJECT OF TOURISM, WE ALSO RECENTLY
HAD LEGACY TOURISM SUCH AS THE COMMEMORATION OF 100 YEARS OF
THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR HELD IN MBALA, NORTHERN
PROVINCE. MANY OF US LEARNT OF INTERESTING AND PROUD HISTORY OF
OUR COUNTRY, KNOWING THAT THE SECOND WORLD WAR ACTUALLY
ENDED IN MBALA, IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCE OF ZAMBIA. WE ALSO
WITNESSED THE DAVID LIVINGSTONE MEMORIAL CELEBRATIONS IN
LIVINGSTONE AND CHITAMBO. THESE ACTIVITIES ATTRACTED A LOT OF
TOURISTS AND RAISED REVENUE FOR OUR COUNTRY.

MR. SPEAKER,
93. THERE IS A CONCEPT CALLED ECO-TOURISM, WHICH IS TOURISM

THAT BOTH CONSERVES THE ENVIRONMENT AND CONTRIBUTES TO
ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION. THE MUKUNI ENVIRONMENTAL AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRUST IN LIVINGSTONE IS AN EXAMPLE OF ECO-
TOURISM WHERE THE PARTICIPATION OF THE TRADITIONAL LEADERS,
PRIVATE SECTOR AND INDIVIDUALS IS ALSO ALLEVIATING POVERTY.
ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF ECO-TOURISM IS THE SOUTH LUANGWA NATIONAL
PARK WHICH, AS YOU MAY ALL RECALL, WAS DECLARED AN
INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE PARK BY THE UNITED NATIONS
WORLD TOURISM ORGANISATION IN 2017.

MR. SPEAKER,
94. COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IS KEY TO WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
AND KEEPING LAND IN ITS NATURAL STATE AS WELL AS JOB CREATION. TO

29



THIS EFFECT, WE ARE INCREASING THE NUMBER OF COMMUNITY
CONSERVANCIES. THESE HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED IN NORTH-WESTERN
AND COPPERBELT PROVINCES, THESE CONSERVANCIES ARE WHOLLY
OWNED AND MANAGED BY THE COMMUNITIES THEMSELVES AND ARE
ASSISTING IN DEVELOPING WILDLIFE-BASED ECONOMIES IN THESE
COMMUNITIES.

95. FELLOW CITIZENS, THESE ARE SOME OF THE WAYS TO BE
RESILIENT TO CLIMATE CHANGE, TO BE ECONOMICALLY SUSTAINABLE AND
TO ATTAIN FISCAL STABILITY AND RESTORE GROWTH. TO THE MEDIA
HOUSES AND ALL OTHER STAKEHOLDERS, LET US PROMOTE ZAMBIAN
TOURISM POSITIVELY AND VIGOROUSLY. IT IS AN ECONOMIC HUB; IT IS
OUR NATURAL HERITAGE. MARKETING IS INDEED THE KEY.

MR. SPEAKER,

96. ENERGY IS A KEY ENABLER TO ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION AND
JOB CREATION. IN VIEW OF THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE,
GOVERNMENT IS MAKING STEADY PROGRESS IN REDUCING THE
DOMINANCE OF HYDRO-ELECTRICITY IN THE ENERGY MIX BY INCREASING
THE CONTRIBUTION OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES SUCH AS SOLAR.
WE ARE ALSO CONSIDERING WIND AND NUCLEAR ENERGY. CURRENTLY,
HYDRO CONSTITUTES 80 PERCENT OF ALL THE ELECTRICITY GENERATED,
WHICH WAS AT 99 PERCENT A FEW YEARS AGO. THIS REDUCTION IS
MAINLY ON ACCOUNT OF THE ADDITIONAL NON-HYDRO POWER SOURCES.
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97. ONE SUCH NON-HYDRO POWER SOURCE IS THE BANGWEULU AND
NGONYE POWER PLANTS UNDER THE SCALING SOLAR PROJECT IN THE
LUSAKA SOUTH MULTI-FACILITY ECONOMIC ZONE. THESE PLANTS ARE
SUPPLYING ZESCO WITH 90 MEGAWATTS, WHICH IS EQUIVALENT TO
POWERING MORE THAN 45,000 HOUSEHOLDS. THIS IS THE FIRST EVER
SOLAR ENERGY TO FEED INTO THE NATIONAL ELECTRICITY GRID IN THE
COUNTRY.

MR. SPEAKER,

98. TO FURTHER PROMOTE INVESTMENT IN RENEWABLE ENERGY,
GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED THE NATIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY
RESOURCE ATLAS FOCUSING ON SOLAR AND WIND. THE ATLAS IS AN
INVALUABLE SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON SOLAR AND WIND
AVAILABILITY FOR POWER GENERATION. I ENCOURAGE WOULD-BE
INVESTORS TO MAKE USE OF THIS RESOURCE AND INVEST IN RENEWABLE
ENERGY.

MR. SPEAKER,

99. ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY IS IMPROVING. I AM GLAD TO REPORT
THAT ZESCO IS NOW SUPPLYING ELECTRICITY TO OVER ONE MILLION
CUSTOMERS COMPARED TO 900,000 IN 2018. TO FURTHER INCREASE
GENERATION CAPACITY TO SUPPORT THE GROWING DEMAND, VARIOUS
POWER PROJECTS ARE ON-GOING. THESE INCLUDE KAFUE GORGE LOWER
POWER STATION, LUSIWASI LOWER HYDRO POWER PROJECT AND BATOKA
HYDRO POWER PROJECT.
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MR. SPEAKER,

100. MY GOVERNMENT'S INDUSTRIALISATION AGENDA HAS TAKEN A
TURN FOR THE BETTER. THE POLICY AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT IS
YIELDING RESULTS AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR IS RESPONDING WELL TO
THIS CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT AS EVIDENCED BY THE INVESTMENTS
BEING ACTUALISED IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.

101. IN MAY THIS YEAR, I COMMISSIONED THE MANSA SUGAR PLANT, A
PRIVATELY-OWNED INVESTMENT IN CHEMBE DISTRICT OF LUAPULA
PROVINCE, WHICH HAS SO FAR INVESTED 50 MILLION UNITED STATES
DOLLARS. THIS FACILITY HAS CREATED OVER 1,500 DIRECT AND
INDIRECT JOBS FOR OUR PEOPLE.

102. ANOTHER NOTABLE INVESTMENT IS THE GLOBAL INDUSTRIES SOYA
BEAN CRUSHING PLANT, WHICH HAS CREATED 300 DIRECT AND 1,500
INDIRECT JOBS ON THE COPPERBELT. IN ADDITION, THE CHINA NATIONAL
BUILDING MATERIALS COMPANY IS OPERATIONAL AND HAS SO FAR
CREATED 400 JOBS IN LUSAKA. THIS INVESTMENT WILL, AT ITS PEAK,
CREATE 2,500 JOBS FOR OUR PEOPLE.

MR. SPEAKER,

103. THE MULTI-FACILITY ECONOMIC ZONES IN LUSAKA AND
COPPERBELT PROVINCES HAVE SO FAR ATTRACTED PRIVATE INVESTMENT
IN EXCESS OF 2.5 BILLION UNITED STATES DOLLARS AND CREATED MORE
THAN 9,000 JOBS IN THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR AS AT END OF 2018.
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104. THIS IS WHAT WE MEAN BY CREATING A CONDUCIVE BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENT, WHICH THE PRIVATE SECTOR HAS POSITIVELY RESPONDED
TO. I URGE THESE INVESTORS TO ENSURE THAT THEY PURSUE
SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION PRACTICES TO SUPPORT GOVERNMENT POLICY
ON CLIMATE CHANGE. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO URGE ALL PRIVATE AND
PUBLIC SECTOR ENTERPRISES TO ABIDE BY OUR LABOUR LAWS AND TREAT
WORKERS IN A DIGNIFIED MANNER.

MR. SPEAKER,

105. FOCUSING ON TRADE, THE VALUE OF MERCHANDISE TRADE
DECLINED FROM 9.3 BILLION UNITED STATES DOLLARS IN THE FIRST HALF
OF 2018 TO 7.6 BILLION UNITED STATES DOLLARS IN THE FIRST HALF OF
2019. HOWEVER, AS A RESULT OF THE EFFORTS BEING MADE BY
GOVERNMENT TO DIVERSIFY THE ECONOMY, THE PERFORMANCE OF OUR
NON-TRADITIONAL EXPORTS INCREASED BY 17.2 PERCENT. IN ADDITION,
THE COUNTRY RECORDED A POSITIVE TRADE BALANCE OF 248.5 MILLION
UNITED STATES DOLLARS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR.

MR. SPEAKER,

106. TO TRANSFORM ZAMBIA INTO A REGIONAL TRANSPORT HUB BY
2028, GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED THE 2019 NATIONAL TRANSPORT
POLICY, WHICH PROVIDES FOR INTERMODAL TRANSPORT SYSTEMS
COMPRISING ROAD, AIR, RAIL, WATER AND PIPELINE. IT ALSO PROVIDES
FOR RURAL TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT AS WELL AS GREATER USE OF
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES IN THE TRANSPORT

SYSTEMS.
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MR. SPEAKER,

107. GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO IMPLEMENT  ROAD
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMMES TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
NETWORKS. THE LUSAKA DECONGESTION PROJECT, WHICH IS
REDESIGNING THE MAJOR ROAD NETWORK FOR THE CITY OF LUSAKA
WITH A VIEW TO REDUCING TRAFFIC JAMS, TRAVEL TIME, TRAVEL
DISTANCE AND SAVING FUEL, IS ONE SUCH PROJECT.

MR. SPEAKER,

108. PROGRESS IN AIR TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT IS
BEING RECORDED. THE UPGRADING OF THE KENNETH KAUNDA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IS NOW AT 84 PERCENT, COMPARED TO THE 75
PERCENT I REPORTED IN SEPTEMBER, 2018. ON THE COPPERBELT
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, WORKS ARE NOW AT 43 PERCENT AS
COMPARED TO 13 PERCENT LAST YEAR.

MR. SPEAKER,

109. TO ATTAIN UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO TELECOMMUNICATION
NETWORKS AND INTERNET ACCESS IN UNSERVED AND UNDERSERVED
AREAS, CONSTRUCTION OF COMMUNICATION TOWERS UNDER PHASE TWO
OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWERS PROJECT IS PROGRESSING WELL.
WE HAVE NOW INSTALLED 667 TOWERS OUT OF THE 1,009 TARGETED.
THIS IS AN INCREASE FROM THE 318 TOWERS WHICH I REPORTED LAST
YEAR.
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MR. SPEAKER,

110. WATER IS AN EXTREMELY VALUABLE RESOURCE; A LIFE'S
NECESSITY. TO RESPOND TO DEPLETING WATER RESOURCES CAUSED BY
THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE, GOVERNMENT HAS PUT IN PLACE
INTERVENTIONS SUCH AS CONSTRUCTION OF WATER HARVESTING
INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATION OF GROUND WATER RESOURCES.
DAMS ARE BEING CONSTRUCTED ACROSS THE COUNTRY WITH A TOTAL
CAPACITY OF EIGHT MILLION CUBIC METRES. WE ARE EQUALLY
REHABILITATING EXISTING DAMS TO RESTORE STORAGE CAPACITY.

111. CURRENTLY, THE SECOND PHASE OF THE NATIONAL RURAL WATER
SUPPLY AND SANITATION PROGRAMME FOR THE PERIOD 2016 TO 2030
AND THE NATIONAL URBAN WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION PROGRAMME
FOR THE PERIOD 2011 TO 2030 IS ACTIVELY BEING IMPLEMENTED. THESE
WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION PROGRAMMES ARE AIMED AT PROVIDING
WATER AND SANITATION INFRASTRUCTURE IN BOTH RURAL AND URBAN
AREAS.

112. IN 2018, A TOTAL OF 1,168 BOREHOLES WERE CONSTRUCTED
AND EQUIPPED WITH HAND PUMPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND 225
BOREHOLES HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTED AND EQUIPPED WITH HAND PUMPS
IN 2019 SO FAR. ANOTHER INTERVENTION BY GOVERNMENT IN 2018, IS
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SEVEN RURAL WATER SCHEMES, SUPPLYING
CLEAN AND SAFE WATER TO ABOUT 33,500 PEOPLE. MEMBERS OF THIS
AUGUST HOUSE, MY GOVERNMENT IS WORKING, IT IS A WORKING

GOVERNMENT INDEED.
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MR. SPEAKER,

113. THE ACTION BY GOVERNMENT TO REGISTER BOREHOLES HAS BEEN
PUT IN PLACE TO PROMOTE AND MONITOR THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF
WATER AND GUARD AGAINST ITS POLLUTION AND DEPLETION. SINCE
INTRODUCTION OF THE PROGRAMME, OVER 29,000 BOREHOLES HAVE
BEEN REGISTERED AS AT AUGUST 2019. WITH THIS MONITORING,
GOVERNMENT IS ABLE TO SAVE, HARNESS AND ENSURE PRUDENT USE OF
THIS WATER. WE ALL HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY IN SAFEGUARDING THIS
PRECIOUS LIFE SAVING RESOURCE.

PILLAR 2 - POVERTY AND VULNERABILITY REDUCTION

MR. SPEAKER,

114. TO BUILD RESILIENCE AND PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
AMONG THE POOR AND VULNERABLE PEOPLE IN THE MIDST OF THE NEW
PHENOMENON OF CLIMATE CHANGE, GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO
INCREASE THE COVERAGE OF SOCIAL PROTECTION INTERVENTIONS,
ESPECIALLY IN RURAL AREAS. WE ARE SUPPORTING WOMEN, CHILDREN,
THE AGED, UNEMPLOYED YOUTHS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, TO
REACH AND MAINTAIN AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING AND GOOD
HEALTH THROUGHOUT THEIR LIVES. WE ARE DOING THIS BY PROMOTING
INCOME SECURITY AS WELL AS ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE AND EDUCATION
SERVICES.

115. TO ENHANCE COORDINATION, EFFICIENCY AND TRANSPARENCY IN
THE MANAGEMENT AND DISBURSEMENT OF SOCIAL PROTECTION

PROGRAMMES, GOVERNMENT HAS DEVELOPED AN ELECTRONIC BASED
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SYSTEM, THE ZAMBIA INTEGRATED SOCIAL PROTECTION INFORMATION
SYSTEM. THIS BIOMETRIC BASED SYSTEM WILL MINIMISE HUMAN
INTERFACE, WHICH HAS IN THE PAST CAUSED CHALLENGES FOR THE
RECIPIENTS TO RECEIVE THE SOCIAL PROTECTION IN GOOD TIME.

MR. SPEAKER,

116. IN MY ADDRESS LAST SEPTEMBER, I INFORMED THIS AUGUST
HOUSE THAT THE SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE UNDER THE NATIONAL
PENSION SCHEME AUTHORITY HAD BEEN EXTENDED TO INCLUDE THOSE IN
THE INFORMAL ECONOMY. I AM GLAD TO REPORT THAT 4,807 WORKERS
IN THE INFORMAL ECONOMY REGISTERED WITH THE NATIONAL PENSION
SCHEME AUTHORITY IN 2018 WHILE AN ADDITIONAL 13,899 REGISTERED
BETWEEN JANUARY AND JUNE, 2019.

117. 'WE WANT OUR PEOPLE TO MOVE FROM PERPETUAL DEPENDENCY
TO SUSTAINABLE LIVING AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT MY
GOVERNMENT IS PUTTING IN PLACE SYSTEMS AND POLICIES THAT WILL
ENABLE OUR PEOPLE, WHETHER IN FORMAL EMPLOYMENT OR RETIRED TO
ACCESS FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO BE INDEPENDENT AND LIVE DECENT
LIVES.

PILLAR 3 - REDUCING DEVELOPMENTAL INEQUALITIES

MR. SPEAKER,

118. INEQUALITY POSES A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE ATTAINMENT OF
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THE RURAL-URBAN DIVIDE, GENDER

INEQUALITY AND INCOME DISPARITIES ARE STILL PREVALENT IN OUR
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COUNTRY. BRIDGING THE RURAL-URBAN DIVIDE IS PART OF OUR
DEVELOPMENTAL AGENDA. THE PROVISION OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND
SERVICES SUCH AS ROADS AND ELECTRICITY, AGRICULTURAL SCHEMES
AND CENTRES, HEALTH AND SOCIAL FACILITIES AS HAS BEEN ALLUDED
ARE AMONG THE MEASURES IN PLACE.

119. IN JULY THIS YEAR, I LAUNCHED A FIVE-YEAR IMPROVED RURAL
CONNECTIVITY PROJECT TO FACILITATE THE REHABILITATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF SELECTED RURAL ROADS. PRIORITY ROADS WILL BE
DONE IN CENTRAL, EASTERN, LUAPULA, NORTHERN, MUCHINGA AND
SOUTHERN PROVINCES, COVERING A TOTAL OF 3,375 KILOMETRES.

120. CURRENTLY, IF YOU OBSERVE, AROUND THE COUNTRY,
GOVERNMENT CONTINUES WITH THE CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION
AND MAINTENANCE OF FEEDER ROADS. FROM 2018 TO DATE, MORE THAN
1,000 KILOMETRES OF RURAL ROADS HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTED AND
REHABILITATED. THIS IS PRACTICAL AND VERIFIABLE.

121. ADDITIONAL TO THESE 1000 KILOMETRES, 247 KILOMETRES OF
THE ITEZHI TEZHI - KALOMO ROAD, THROUGH NAMWALA, NGOMA AND
DUNDUMWEZI, HAS SO FAR BEEN UPGRADED INTO A CLIMATE RESILIENT
ROAD. BY A CLIMATE RESILIENT ROAD, WE MEAN A ROAD THAT CAN
WITHSTAND THE CHANGING CLIMATIC CONDITIONS WITHOUT DAMAGING
THE INFRASTRUCTURE. GOING FORWARD, THIS IS A MODEL WE WILL
REPLICATE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.
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122. OUR RURAL FARMERS ARE NOW PRODUCING VALUE-ADDED
GOODS, USING MECHANIZED TECHNIQUES IN THE BUSINESSES AND HAVE
EXPANDED THEIR VARIETY OF GOODS AND SERVICES. ADDITIONALLY,
MORE THAN 29,000 JOBS HAVE BEEN CREATED SO FAR UNDER THE VALUE
CHAIN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME.

123. SOME FACTORS THAT HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE ARE; THE
REHABILITATION AND MAINTENANCE OF FEEDER ROADS, IMPROVING
ACCESS TO MARKETS, REDUCING THEIR TRAVEL TIME AND COSTS;
ANOTHER FACTOR IS THE CONTINUED IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CITIZEN’'S
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME, HELPING CITIZENS ACCESS
FUNDING FOR INVESTMENT. 34 PERCENT OF THESE FUNDS HAVE BEEN
DISBURSED TO WOMEN-OWNED ENTERPRISES, 28 PERCENT TO YOUTH-
OWNED BUSINESSES AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

MR. SPEAKER,

124. TO INCREASE ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES
IN THE COUNTRY, GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN IMPLEMENTING THE RURAL
ELECTRIFICATION PROGRAMME. TO DATE, 26,754 HOUSEHOLDS HAVE
BEEN CONNECTED TO ELECTRICITY UNDER THIS PROGRAMME. WITH THIS
PERFORMANCE, WE ARE ON TRACK TO ACHIEVING OUR GOAL OF
INCREASING ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY IN RURAL AREAS. GOING FORWARD,
WE WANT MORE LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLDS TO BE CONNECTED TO
ELECTRICITY. FURTHER, GOVERNMENT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
PRIVATE SECTOR, WILL INCREASE ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY THROUGH THE
RENEWABLE ENERGY PRODUCTION PROJECT.
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MR. SPEAKER,

125. TO FURTHER REDUCE THE RURAL-URBAN DIVIDE, WE ARE
PROMOTING INVESTMENTS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY
THROUGH PROVINCIAL INVESTMENT EXPOSITIONS. THESE EXPOSITIONS
ARE YIELDING RESULTS, WITH MANY INVESTORS FOLLOWING UP ON THEIR
PLEDGES. IN SELECTED CASES, WORK HAS ALREADY STARTED AS
EVIDENCED BY GREEN CROP FIELD LIMITED THAT HAS ACQUIRED LAND IN
CHIBOMBO DISTRICT FOR A 72 MILLION UNITED STATES DOLLARS
INVESTMENT TO PRODUCE PAPRIKA AND OTHER PRODUCTS. ANOTHER
INVESTOR IN CENTRAL PROVINCE IS WORKING ON A 10 MILLION UNITED
STATES DOLLARS DAM IN ORDER TO BRING MORE LAND UNDER
IRRIGATION.

MR. SPEAKER,

126. IN THE SAME LIGHT OF REDUCING DEVELOPMENTAL INEQUALITIES,
MY GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF GENDER
INEQUALITY, AS WE TAKE INTO COGNISANCE THAT WOMEN AND GIRLS
ARE MARGINALISED AND BEAR THE HEAVIEST BURDEN OF POVERTY AND
VULNERABILITY. THEREFORE, THE SUPPORT SYSTEM IN THIS AREA BY
GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE GIRLS" EDUCATION AND WOMEN'’S
EMPOWERMENT AND LIVELIHOOD PROJECT IS ONGOING.

127. FROM 2017 TO DATE, 34,123 VULNERABLE BUT VIABLE WOMEN
HAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH LIFE AND BUSINESS SKILLS, AS WELL AS A
PRODUCTIVITY GRANT. THIS IS AGAINST THE TARGET OF REACHING

75,000 WOMEN BY THE END OF THE PROJECT IN 2020.
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MR. SPEAKER,

128. THE KEEPING GIRLS IN SCHOOL PROJECT HAS EQUALLY
CONTINUED, AND THE NUMBER OF GIRLS AGED BETWEEN 14 AND 18
YEARS FROM POOR HOUSEHOLDS BEING SUPPORTED UNDER THE PROJECT
INCREASED FROM 15,082 IN 2018 TO 19,486 AS OF JUNE, 2019. THIS
NUMBER IS EXPECTED TO INCREASE TO 26,160 GIRLS BY THE END OF
THIS YEAR.

PILLAR 4 - ENHANCING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

MR. SPEAKER,

129. ENHANCING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CANNOT BE DOWN-PLAYED IF
WE ARE TO HAVE AN EDUCATED, HEALTHY AND PROGRESSIVE
POPULATION. CURRENTLY, IMPLEMENTATION OF VARIOUS PROGRAMMES
IN THE EDUCATION AND HEALTH SECTORS FOR INSTANCE, HAVE BEEN
AFFECTED BY THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE. DEPENDING ON HOW
QUICKLY WE ADAPT AND BECOME RESILIENT TO THESE CHANGES, THE
NEGATIVE IMPACT IS LIKELY TO INCREASE.

130. IN THE EDUCATION SECTOR, WE HAVE ALL SEEN HOW OUR
CHILDREN ESPECIALLY THOSE IN RURAL AREAS HAVE FAILED TO ATTEND
CLASSES DUE TO FLOODS, DROUGHT, HUNGER, BLOWN OFF ROOFS AND
WASHED AWAY BRIDGES.

131. SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IS EQUALLY AFFECTED BY THE PREVALENCE
OF WATERBORNE DISEASES, MALNUTRITION AND MALARIA. ANOTHER
GROWING CHALLENGE IS INABILITY BY PARENTS OF THESE PUPILS, WHO
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ARE SMALL-SCALE FARMERS TO PAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION AS
A RESULT OF POOR YIELDS IN AGRICULTURE DUE TO DROUGHTS AND
FLOODS.

MR. SPEAKER,

132. EDUCATION IS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE GLOBAL RESPONSE
TO CLIMATE CHANGE, AS IT CREATES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR PEOPLE
TO UNDERSTAND AND ADDRESS THE IMPACT OF THIS PHENOMENON. IT
ENCOURAGES ATTITUDE AND BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE AS WELL AS HELP US
IN ADAPTING AND BEING RESILIENT.

133. MY GOVERNMENT REMAINS RESONATE TO CONTINUING
ENHANCING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, WHICH IS THE CORNERSTONE OF ANY
NATION'S DEVELOPMENT. GOVERNMENT’'S POLICIES ON BUILDING MORE
SCHOOLS, PROVIDING FREE PRIMARY EDUCATION, CONTINUOUS
RECRUITMENT OF TRAINED AND QUALIFIED TEACHERS, IS A MUST TO
PROVIDE A CONDUCIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AT ALL LEVELS.

134. THIS YEAR, AT SECONDARY SCHOOL LEVEL, GOVERNMENT,
REDUCED SCHOOL FEES TO ALLOW FOR INCREASED ACCESS TO
EDUCATION BY CHILDREN FROM LOW INCOME FAMILIES, PARTICULARLY
THOSE IN RURAL AREAS.

MR. SPEAKER,
135. IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LEARNING IS ANOTHER IMPORTANT
ASPECT IN THE PROVISION OF EDUCATION. FOR INSTANCE,
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UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT OF CLIMATE CHANGE, FINANCIAL
LITERACY AND DEVELOPMENTAL STRATEGIES MUST BE INCULCATED AT A
TENDER AGE FOR ANY NATION TO HAVE CONTINUOUS SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT. THESE ASPECTS ARE EITHER BEING ENHANCED OR
INCORPORATED IN THE EDUCATION CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK BY MY
GOVERNMENT.

MR. SPEAKER,

136. GOVERNMENT IS IMPLEMENTING SEVERAL EQUITY PROGRAMMES
THAT STRIVE TO INCLUDE THE VULNERABLE LEARNERS. THE HOME GROWN
SCHOOL-FEEDING PROGRAMME, WHICH IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS
INITIATIVE, IS BEING IMPLEMENTED IN 2,618 SCHOOLS IN 39 DISTRICTS
ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THIS PROGRAMME HAS SIGNIFICANTLY
INCREASED ATTENDANCE AND RETENTION OF LEARNERS.

MR. SPEAKER,

137. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVABLE IN THE
MIDST OF A HEALTHY NATION. OUR HUMAN ACTIVITIES CAN AFFECT THE
AIR WE BREATHE, THE WATER WE DRINK, THE FOOD WE EAT AND OUR
HYGIENIC LIVING SURROUNDINGS. WE MUST THEREFORE ALL PLAY A ROLE
IN ENSURING THESE ASPECTS ARE CONDUCIVE FOR ALL OF US TO LIVE
HEALTHILY. IT BECOMES A COST TO OUR NATION IF WE MIS-MANAGE OUR
WATER RESOURCES, INAPPROPRIATELY DISPOSE OUR WASTE, OR EVEN
POLLUTE OUR ENVIRONMENT. ULTIMATELY WE NEGATIVELY CONTRIBUTE
TO THE ENVIRONMENT AT LARGE AND THE CLIMATIC CONDITIONS OF THE

UNIVERSE.
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138. THE NEGATIVE RIPPLE EFFECTS TO HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IS ON
OUR HEALTH, LEADING TO A GREAT COST ON OUR HEALTH SYSTEMS.
GOVERNMENT REMAINS FOCUSED ON BUILDING A HEALTHY NATION AND
DEVELOPING A RESILIENT HEALTH CARE SYSTEM IN THE MIDST OF
CHALLENGES.

MR. SPEAKER,

139. IN OUR CONSTITUTION UNDER THE NATIONAL VALUES AND
PRINCIPLES, THERE IS ONE PRINCIPLE, WHICH RELATES TO PROMOTING
PUBLIC CONSCIOUSNESS ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THE
APPLICATION OF THIS PRINCIPLE IS IMPORTANT IN OUR STEWARDSHIP OF
THE ENVIRONMENT. THIS PRINCIPLE COUPLED WITH THE VALUES AND
PRINCIPLES ON MORALITY, PATRIOTISM AND INTEGRITY REINFORCES OUR
POSITIVE CULTURAL PRACTICES AND INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE
NECESSARY TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE.

140. WE NEED TO REINFORCE OUR POSITIVE CULTURAL PRACTICES IN
OUR INTERACTION WITH THE ENVIRONMENT. WE NEED TO DESIST FROM
THROWING LITTER OUT OF CAR WINDOWS, IN DRAINAGES AND ON THE
STREETS. WE NEED TO STOP THE INDISCRIMINATE CUTTING DOWN OF
TREES AS WELL AS BURNING OF GRASS AND RUBBISH.

141. WE CAN ALL MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR OWN SMALL WAYS.
WHETHER IT IS SWITCHING OFF LIGHTS, WHEN YOU ARE NOT IN A ROOM,
OR CARRYING A BASKET WHEN YOU GO SHOPPING AS OPPOSED TO USING
PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS. LET US DISPOSE OF WASTE APPROPRIATELY. LET
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US MAKE IT OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO PLANT MORE TREES. THESE
SEEMINGLY LITTLE PRACTICES WILL GO A LONG WAY IN SAFEGUARDING
OUR ENVIRONMENT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. IT ALL STARTS WITH YOU
AND ME.

142. NOTWITHSTANDING THIS, GOVERNMENT HAS HEIGHTENED
SURVEILLANCE AND RESPONSE, INCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS AS WELL
AS INCREASED RESOURCE MOBILISATION IN HEALTH CARE AND HEALTH
CARE SYSTEMS. WE HAVE MADE REMARKABLE PROGRESS IN MATERNAL
HEALTH, REDUCING MATERNAL MORTALITY RATIO FROM 398 PER
100,000 LIVE BIRTHS IN 2014 TO 278 PER 100,000 LIVE BIRTHS IN
2018.

143. IN CHILD HEALTH SYSTEMS, THE UNDER FIVE MORTALITY RATE
HAS ALSO REDUCED FROM 75 PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS IN 2014 TO 61 PER
1,000 LIVE BIRTHS IN 2018. THE NUMBER OF UNDER-FIVE CHILDREN WHO
WERE STUNTED, UNDERWEIGHT OR WASTED, REDUCED AS WELL.
FURTHER, THE MALARIA INCIDENCE REDUCED FROM 374 PER 1,000
PERSONS IN 2017 TO 312 PER 1,000 PERSONS IN 2018.

144. WITH REGARD TO UNIVERSAL ROUTINE HIV TESTING,
GOVERNMENT HAS SCALED UP THE PROGRAMME, RESULTING IN AN
INCREASE IN HIV TESTING UPTAKE. CURRENTLY, 1,020,913 PEOPLE ARE
ON ANTI-RETROVIRAL THERAPY, COMPRISING 949,856 ADULTS AND
49,057 CHILDREN.

45



MR. SPEAKER,

145. GOVERNMENT HAS NOTED, WITH CONCERN, THE CONTINUED
INCREASE IN THE BURDEN OF NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES, WHICH
CURRENTLY, ACCOUNT FOR APPROXIMATELY 23 PERCENT OF ALL DEATHS
IN THE COUNTRY. WE ARE, THEREFORE, ENCOURAGING PEOPLE TO ADOPT
HEALTHY LIFESTYLES THROUGH WELLNESS PROGRAMMES AND HEALTH
EDUCATION. I WOULD LIKE TO URGE LEADERS IN THIS AUGUST HOUSE TO
BECOME CHAMPIONS OF HEALTHY LIFESTYLES THROUGH WELLNESS
PROGRAMMES.

146. TO FURTHER FOSTER THIS CAMPAIGN, THE EMPLOYMENT CODE
ACT NO. 3 OF 2019 COMPELS ALL EMPLOYERS TO COME UP WITH HEALTH
AND WELLNESS POLICIES IN ALL THEIR INSTITUTIONS. I WILL ACTIVELY
PURSUE THIS TO ENSURE THAT IT IS BEING ADHERED TO BY FINDING TIME
TO EXERCISE WITH VARIOUS ORGANISATIONS CONSISTENTLY.

MR SPEAKER,

147. 1 HAVE CONTINUOUSLY INFORMED THIS AUGUST HOUSE ON
GOVERNMENT’'S POLICY DIRECTION OF IMPROVING ACCESS TO QUALITY
HEALTH CARE, THROUGH REHABILITATION, UPGRADE AND CONSTRUCTION
OF HEALTH FACILITIES COUNTRYWIDE. THIS IS ONE AREA WE ARE ALL
ABLE TO ATTEST TO AND WILL INDEED CONTINUE TO BACK THIS WITH
PROVISION OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND DRUGS.

148. IN KEEPING WITH THE ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY ON MEDICINES

AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES STOCK-OUTS, GOVERNMENT HAS CONTINUED TO
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ESTABLISH REGIONAL STORAGE HUBS. SO FAR, FIVE HAVE BEEN
CONSTRUCTED AND ARE OPERATIONAL. FURTHER, THE UPGRADING OF THE
LUSAKA MEDICAL STORES WAREHOUSE INTO AN ULTRA-MODERN FACILITY,
IN ORDER TO ENHANCE EFFICIENCY IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN AND PROVIDE
SECURITY IN STOCK MANAGEMENT, HAS BEEN COMPLETED, INCREASING
STORAGE CAPACITY FROM 7,000 TO 32,000 PALLETS.

149. GOVERNMENT WILL NOT END HERE, MOVING FORWARD,
INTERVENTIONS THAT GUARANTEE A HEALTHY AND EDUCATED
POPULATION SUCH AS CONSTRUCTION OF CLIMATE RESILIENT HEALTH
AND EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE, PROVISION OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
AND STRENGTHENING OF EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS WILL ALL BE PUT IN
PLACE.

PILLAR 5 - CREATING A CONDUCIVE GOVERNANCE ENVIRONMENT
FOR A DIVERSIFIED AND INCLUSIVE ECONOMY

MR. SPEAKER,

150. A CONDUCIVE GOVERNANCE ENVIRONMENT IS CRITICAL FOR
ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EVEN IN THE MIDST OF THE
EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

151. GOOD GOVERNANCE CANNOT BE LEFT TO CHANCE. THIS
IMPORTANT INGREDIENT OF DEMOCRACY STARTS WITH THE SUPREME
LAW OF THE LAW OF THE LAND, THE CONSTITUTION. MY GOVERNMENT
HAS DEMONSTRATED TO THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE THAT WE ARE INDEED A
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GOVERNMENT THAT CAN BE TRUSTED TO DELIVER ON OUR PROMISES.
SUCCESSFUL GOVERNMENTS HAVE COME AND GONE, YET THE
CONSTITUTIONAL MAKING PROCESS, REMAINED A PROCESS.

MR. SPEAKER,

152. I AM ON RECORD OF HAVING ASKED THE CITIZEN AND VARIOUS
STAKEHOLDERS TO READ THE DRAFT OF THE CONSTITUTION BEFORE IT
WAS FINALLY ENACTED BY THIS HOUSE. POLITICIANS AND VARIOUS
INTEREST GROUPS ROSE TO THE OCCASION TO HAVE THE CURRENT
CONSTITUTION ENACTED IN ITS CURRENT FORM. WE BRAVED THE STORM
TO DELIVER A REVISED CONSTITUTION TO THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE, EVEN AT
THE RISK OF LOSING POWER. THIS SELFLESS ACT ON OUR PART IS REASON
ENOUGH THAT I APPEAL TO ALL TO SUPPORT THE CURRENT PROCESS.
YES, WE ARE BACK ONCE MORE ON THE PROCESS OF REFINING IT, FOR MY
GOVERNMENT IS A LISTENING GOVERNMENT.

153. AS WE SUPPORT THIS PROCESS WE SHOULD ALL BE MINDFUL
THAT A GOOD CONSTITUTION ALLOWS FOR SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATION TO
PROVIDE THE DETAILS OF GOVERNING THE COUNTRY IN ALL THE VARIOUS
SECTORS. A DELAY IN THE CONCLUSION OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL MAKING
PROCESS IS A DELAY IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUBSEQUENT
LEGISLATION OF OUR LAND THAT LEADS TO PROSPERITY.

MR SPEAKER,
154. I HAVE AND WILL CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF

ALL PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS TO OPERATE ON SYSTEMS THAT STAND ON
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INTEGRITY, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND SERIOUSLY ADHERE TO GOOD
GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLES. TODAY, I AM SAYING GOVERNMENT WILL RUN
ON THE MANTRA OF “PRODUCING RESULTS, BY DOING MORE WITH LESS.”
THIS MANTRA WILL BE RESULT ORIENTED AND I DO NOT EXPECT LESS
THAN THE BEST FROM ALL PUBLIC WORKERS.

155. I HAVE DIRECTED MY SECRETARY TO CABINET, UNDER HIS
LEADERSHIP, TO ENSURE PRINCIPLES, POLICIES AND ACTIONS ARE RESULT
ORIENTED IN THE MIDST OF FISCAL CONSTRAINTS. WE MUST ALL RE-
ADJUST TO THE NEW MANTRA, WITH A FIRM BELIEF THAT WHEN WE
TIGHTEN OUR BELTS FOR A PERIOD OF TIME, ALWAYS WORK PRUDENTLY
AND BE IMPLEMENTORS, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE OUR NATION
RISE LIKE A PHOENIX OUT OF THE ASHES.

156. OUR CITIZENS NEED ALL OUR CONCERTED EFFORTS; OUR FUTURE
GENERATION NEEDS OUR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION NOW. OUR NATION
NEEDS THIS GENERATION TO SEE TO IT THAT WE FLOURISH WAY BEYOND
WHERE WE ARE TODAY.

157. FOR THIS REASON, T WILL NOT RELENT ON THE FIGHT AGAINST
CORRUPTION. I WILL NOT STAND AND SEE GREEDY CITIZENS DESTROY
THE GOOD FIBER OF OUR NATION. INDEED, I WILL NOT EXPECT
GOVERNMENT, UNDER MY CHARGE, FAIL TO PROVIDE FOR THE PEOPLE OF
ZAMBIA.
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MR. SPEAKER,

158. WITH REGARD TO FOREIGN POLICY, MY GOVERNMENT HAS
CONTINUED TO FOCUS ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY AS WELL
AS STRENGTHENING ZAMBIA'S INTERACTION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. REINFORCING OUR
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH PARTNER COUNTRIES AROUND THE GLOBE
AND PLAYING A MORE DECISIVE ROLE IN THE INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS WHERE WE HAVE MEMBERSHIP IS CARDINAL.

159. LET US REMEMBER THAT THE WORLD IS INCREASINGLY BECOMING
A GLOBAL VILLAGE AND THAT NO MAN IS AN ISLAND. WE THEREFORE
NEED TO CONTINUOUSLY ENGAGE TO BE RELEVANT, ABREAST WITH
CHANGING TIMES, ESPECIALLY AS THE WORLD GRAPPLES WITH THE
ISSUES SURROUNDING CLIMATE CHANGE.

160. LAST MONTH, ZAMBIA BECAME THE HOST FOR THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS SUB-REGIONAL CENTRE FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA. WE
WILL USE THIS PRIVILEGE TO BUILD REGIONAL CONSENSUS AND A UNITED
RESPONSE TO COMMON CHALLENGES IN ATTAINING SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING CLIMATE CHANGE.
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IN CONCLUSION

MR. SPEAKER,

161. I FULLY SUBSCRIBE TO THE NOTION THAT THE BEST WAY TO
PREDICT THE FUTURE IS TO CREATE IT. TOGETHER WITH MY
GOVERNMENT, WE ARE DETERMINED TO BUILD A CLIMATE RESILIENT
ECONOMY AND SAFEGUARD WHAT IS OURS AS A NATION. WE WILL DO
WHATEVER IT TAKES TO DELIVER THE DEVELOPMENT OUR PEOPLE
RIGHTLY DESERVE AND CRAVE FOR. CHALLENGES ARE A PASSING PHASE.
THERE ARE THERE TO BE OVERCOME AND WE SHALL OVERCOME THEM
TOGETHER.

162. OUR OWN CONSTITUTION UNDER ARTICLE 43 (1) (C), STATES
AND I QUOTE, “A CITIZEN SHALL PROTECT AND CONSERVE THE
ENVIRONMENT AND UTILIZE NATURAL RESOURCES IN A
SUSTAINABLE MANNER"”, END OF QUOTE. WE MUST ALL, THEREFORE,
TAKE NECESSARY STEPS TO CONTRIBUTE TO CREATING A CLIMATE
RESILIENT ECONOMY. THIS IS NOT FOR GOVERNMENT ALONE. WE ARE IN
THIS TOGETHER. INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES, CIVIL SOCIETY AND
FAITH-BASED ORGANISATIONS AND THE CORPORATE WORLD.

163. LET US THINK SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT; LET US THINK

ENVIRONMENT, LET US THINK CLIMATE CHANGE. MORE IMPORTANTLY, LET
US ACT FOR A BETTER ZAMBIA NOW!
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164. THE ABILITY TO ACHIEVE IS IN THIS HOUSE AND INDEED
OUTSIDE. "ALONE, WE CAN DO SO LITTLE; TOGETHER WE CAN DO SO
MUCH.” THESE ARE WORDS OF HELLEN KELLER, AN AUTHOR, POLITICAL
ACTIVIST, LECTURER, AND THE FIRST DEAF-BLIND PERSON TO EARN A
BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE. IF A PERSON BOTH DEAF AND BLIND CAN
BELIEVE IN THE SPIRIT OF TEAM WORK, AND ADVOCATE FOR IT, HOW
MUCH, AND HOW MANY MORE PERSONS, WITH THAT KIND OF POSITIVE
MENTALITY CAN ACHIEVE GREATER HEIGHTS FOR OUR NATION?

MR. SPEAKER,
165. MAY GOD BLESS US ALL. MAY GOD BLESS OUR GREAT NATION,
ZAMBIA.

I THANK YOU.
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